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Saab 99GL, 5 doors




The Saab Philosophy:

The Ideal Car for the Road.

The Saab philosophy is based on the realities of the
everyday world and its frequently tough demands.
So the Saab 99, technically advanced, practical

and safe, is built on a solid foundation of realism.
Devoted to the good of the driver, passengers,
other road-users and the enwironment. the Saah 99
reflects an overall philosophy in the layout of the
car, the arrangement of the driver's seat, the overall
comfort and other features aimed at ensuring your
safety and well-being in an otherwise tough world

It's What's Inside That Counts.

Everyone knows that owning a car has many practi-
cal applications. Comfort, maneuverability and good
load-carrving capabilities are the basic necessities

of any automobile. In other words, the car should
be big enough on the inside to be comfortable and
small enough on the outside to handle easily. And

it should be both without sacrificing good styling,

The Way the Saab Holds the Road

is Close to Perfection.

The way a car behaves on the road is as importarit
to a new car owner as the way the car looks.

With the Saab 99, the weight of the engine and the
transmission are over the front wheels, which are the
driving wheels. So the Saab is pulled rather than
pushed through curves. That means you'll have less
chance of skidding in a Saab. It also means you'll
enjoy driving more, because you'll be a more

% L

relaxed driver. Now, front-wheel drive also means
there's no drive shaft hump running through the car
to take up valuable space for the passengers

Every Saab also has rack-and-pinion steenng
for the mast direct, precisely controlled steering on
the road. Any road

An Environment That's a Natural.

The way the Saab relates to the road has much to
do with the way you relate to the Saab. 50 we've
created an interior that allows vou to drive in an
atmosphere of comfort and safety. All controls,
levers and instruments are located where they're
most convenient for you to reach. Seats can be
adjusted to match the driver and the way he
drives, so the seats are more comfortable and
you're a safer driver

Some Body.

The very way in which the Saab is designed helps
efiminate accidents and near-misses, However, if
an accident should happen in spite of all precau-
tions, the Saab is built with unitized steel roll-cage
construction for safety and durability. And unlike

most other cars, the strength of every section of the
body is specifically designed to sult its function
Therefore. some parts of the car are “softer” so they
will absorb impact more readily in case of an acci-
dent. The front and rear sections, for instance, are
designed to sustain a certain amount of controlled
deformation, helping to protect you and your
passengers. This way, the passenger compartment
will remain intact. the windows will remain in their
mountings and the doors will remain shut. All of
which means that the nccupants will always remain
protected—inside the car.

Saab has Always Run Oul in Fronl.

The very first Saab ever designed was already a
pioneer in its own right. Saab was one of the first
manufacturers to concentrate on front-wheel drive
Saab next led the industry in the development of
the dual-diagonal brake system in 1963, the seat
belt in the eardy 19605, and was the first in 1971,
with the entirely new, impact-absorbing bumpers.
Saab was also first with the electrically heated
driver's seat, which really warmed a lot of hearts

Sweel Harmony.

Each tiny part of the engine, the body, the steering
and every other aspect of the Saab has been de-
signed to fulfill a specific function. And to operate
faultiessiy and flawlessly while performing that
function. But most importantly, each part must also
work in complete harmony with other small and
large parts to insure complite functional unity,

The Saab 99 offers you the road safety you need,
a sense of well-being, and exciting performance.









The Big
and Small of it.
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The Joy of Driving.

|_i-| -Ii._';r-.rn] 10r 4 sense o pEfTeCl Coorad
X / ration between car and driver, the
Saab 99 is easy to drive. And easier
b i atiets & 1o drive well, Every control operation
eilgi it very observation, every action is easy
o to make, and no matter what it is vou
) ; do, the response i« always nstanta-
NENUS
For mstance, the adrnver' s "o l_;1|‘_
s the result of developmental work in
volving both psychologists and ergono-
Ji wite h mists striving to match the car to thi
§ e pOfion man who will drive it. The size of the
;- i steering wheel, the sturdy padded
- sleenng wheel rim, the w :1.|-'|~. varable
- e drnving position, the locabions of the
il P Iese controls, and even the sturdy but un
| the d@oenng obitrusive windshield |n|!.-,.-~. are all a

i result of these dual professional efforts
-I, h : .. with the end product being an auto
i moiie that s supremely comiortable
and non-fatiguing to drive
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Through Rain
and Snow
and Gloom of Night.

When the weather is at its most foul
the road conditions at their worst, and
visibility at its lowest, that's when you
know the Saab isn't just another fair-
weather friend. Firstly, the Saab has
front-wheel drive with most of the
weht over the front wheels, which
means the road holding and directional
stahility of the Saab 99 = unparalleled
Secondly, the car unquestioningly
responds to each command; always
consistent in s |"l"|,|'.. Of It 15 stable
sturdy and easy to handle Saab has
superb acceleration whenever it's
neecded-—even in top gear at high
speecs

That's when the h.w: torgue Saab 99
engine really makes it a pleasure to
drve

And when it comes Lo nl:-.s||F'i.I||._', Saab
has strong |!|ll'|-'||'|'|l"1"-l'lli'|.l 1.|.:"~- !I-‘-.l.l-"‘- al
all four wheels. Saab also has unigue
npact-absorbing bumpers to prévent
ANMOYINE MIror 1|.|.rr|.gL;-- to the car in
parking or city dnving
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The Saab 99GL
3- and 5-door Cars.
The Best of Two Worlds.

When we designed these models we
made sure the style change wouldn't
have to mean a ¢ !'I.H'IH'I," in the interior
space

Now, with the exira space below
the long. sloping rear door-window of
the 3-door, and the extended design of
the rear section, the interior is actually
larger and more airy than in the 2- and
4-door Sedan models

And now, an elegant new addition,
the longer, lower look of the Saab
5-door. Here we've found room for
even more convenlence in both load-
ing and unloading.

"'m_ 'n'rhdtl'\'r'r YOur Neecs— ity 'ganr_o
or convenience, vou'll find both in the
Saab 3- and 5-door cars—the best ol
two worlds
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The Most Practical
Road Car.

The Saab 99 3- and 5-door models
combine the great performance of the
Road Car with all the extra space vou
normally find in a wagon. In addition
they have an aérodvnamic shape that's
not only attractive but that helps keep
the rear window clear of dirt and water

They also have enough space to
carry anything vou might need, in-
cluding the family dog. And if vou
need still more space, the back seat
folds down and gives you 725 inches
184 cml of long, flat floor space in
case you have two dogs) and more than
53 cubic feet (1.5 m" of cargo space

Bedutdl andd pracial the saab 99

= and S=oioos modely are doubile ot
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The Most Luxurious
Road Car.

The Saab 99 CLE ik the most luxurious
Road Car. It's the Saab we think will
|'|-t"|;'| Yo Lo rr_'-r.'.l'-.l (W10 L ‘.hu oy 1
driving—in luxury

CH course, the basic Saab Philosophy
i5 still an essential part of this car's '
design. The safety and comiort of the
driver and the passengers are of primary

I peed wind

importance, as are the everyvday reali
ties any driver mIght encounter on any
road

This Saab is extra rdinarily com-
fortable and luxurious. There's enough
space inside for five people, with full
headroom for the passengers in the

A (WER il
Faire Am Co
Tl il P fl.'ll:. s
a lrver located rghd belos

thee st rargg sacbed

back. And the extra features that are
automatically included in every Saab
GACLE, like large electrically controlled
putside reanview mirrors, electrically
heated driver's and front passenger's
seats, and the special gold-accented
trim on the front and the wheels go

a long way to make the Saab 99 GLE
the most lusurious Saab ever built

The roomy inlenor insures ¢ omikoe
ki afl paisengere e four doors
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A Real Sport.
The Saab EMS is the spor
i the entire Saab line
o e EMNGS has a foug s
REATEON that 8 a perfect m
2diter, fuel-injected enging
CAr tratl & meart to b
chrmven hard, This s the ¢
=|r"~l:|; el (o
who drives for pleasurs
somww hieres | 0 it 1he
nas tront-whee! drive
weight is over the front v
frachion. b also has a widi
stability and rack-and-rini
0r precse control. And
WATD e well tumed susps
Bilstein gas shock absorber
hgnt aluminum alloy whesls, 4
WE ve designed a car for
has the spint to drive jus
and pust a hittle harder w
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Anatomy of
the Road Car.

Owur Engine is Real Cool.
The Saab engine s a 2-liter, water-
cooled faur-cylinder, in-line engine
with an overhead cam shaft It's a
rehable, economucal engine that is also
lively and powerful, with a minimum
need for changing gears

The enging block in all modets s
made of alloy cast ron. The ovlinder
head is made of a light, heat-dissipat
ing aluminum alloy. And the crank-
shaft and the camshaft are both sup-
[lnl‘h*rl try e ht'.l"ll"l:[_:'\ fior silent
vibration-tree operation

The enging in eviery Saab s mounted
at a 45" degree angle, which means

¥ i

e errupay - adwasrdemg B

Fhew el carndy pubaibes | e cab 1
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the fronl of the car is low énough for
pood close-up visibility of the road in
franit ol you. And with thie clutch
mounted in tront of the engime, and
the gearbox mounted below, the enlin
PO LI oS TR e Lo ensurne
Ereaer inieror space in every N.h"lh
Maoreover, the shortened engine com
partment also means the car is easier
Lo MaAneurver

Alsa, the clutch m every Saab has
a lotmer, more uselul life; located atl
the front of the car, our clutch has
more efficient coaling of the clulch

lirthgs and easier accessibility for main-

ienance,

And the cooling fan is thermostati
cally controlled and elecirically driven
it & switched on only when thie Sngire
requires additional cooling, and runs
nolselessly for only short penods

SAVIITR N ey |I|Hl Lok

—

Our Bumpers Can Take Their Bumps,
In 197 L. road safety authorities in the
United States issued directives specify-
iy the strength of bumpers for all cars.
But a1 Saab, we had aiready started
working an the development of impact-
absorbing bumpers two years earlier
su when the new regulations became
effective, Saab was already way ahead
of all the other car manufacturerss
Now. Fedenal regulations have
become even miwe stangent in the
past few vears But the Ssab bumpers
we designed years ago have been im-
proved Lo not only meet these new
regulations, bul sufpass them with
lithe inceease in weight. You see_ the
Saab design was based exclusively on
the principhe that the bumper should
b able to absorb the enengy of im-
pact o matter trom what direction

llll_' r-"||}l-;!l 1 'lh“'Hll' Lo S0 OLir hll""'
persarg constructed of sturdy u
shaped alummum rails to hold the
errvery absorbing ||J.'nu| blocks n

[_'IlJL & Chver this assembly s a black
rubber covering retained by a clamping
strip. And in the event of a collision

the cellular blocks absoth energy by
deforming And then return 1o thei
original shape. In other words our bum-
pers not only protect the car. They also
pratect themselves

Suspend Your Disbelief.

When it comiss Lo suspension syslems
Saab manages to give the driver and
the passenger) the best of both worlds
Mot only do our springs give the Saab
excellent road holding and handling
1_'.-|pﬁhlh'|:r|h They also provide a |'||!,3:|'|
lwel of personal comfort. That's be-
cause the front wheels are suspended
on light but strong wishbones (two per
wheell and the front springs are pivot
maounted to operate in a linear fashian
without a tendency to bend Combined
with separately mounted shock
absorbvers and SPrngs lirsiedd with rubber
stops thie SUSPHENSION Lystem Erves the
Sanh excellent stability and balance
And makes for a smoath ride. Now
there's another feature that contributes
1o Saabys smooth ride. From-whieel
drive. Because the Saab has front-whsel
drivee, the rear axlie has no hieavy drive
shaft and differential to support. This
allows us to make it very light. A ight
rear axde ensures low unsprung welght
which mesans the rear whieels can




follow all the illl'll||. on the rosd surdace
without transmtting that movement
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Thene's only one word Lo

Our Steering System is the Maost
Direct You'll Ever Gel Your Hands On.

The Saab ha ac k=an IMrn H'!1-1-1|r'|_:

Mow what that me=ans » that the Saab
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thaat it will visesled whirs mectiogl 1o a
Heavy lond The .'l.-l.f-_ impact=abeortiing
.r.-i.‘ over the hub of the steer M2 T

s anather satety feature. All in all
i s exactly the kKind of STOCTINE Syslism
thit can help vau steer clear of a lot
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Thirre's no need lor constant steerimg
COMeCivIng on g ln.rrr: siraight away
cither, The favarable welght distribu-
tion of & Saab (the conter of gravity is
closer Lo the frond asle than tFas rear
pded results in directional stabdity and
consistant handling The car has a
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The tuming circle diameter is 36 best

105 m) and the number of steenng
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Saab Philosophy:
~ Safe Yet Practical.
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A Few Practical
Features.

® B K- -|_:_'||!'-\.
o Cutside rear-view rmarmoes with art-ghare
gl rmaeni

o Rl e tors on desee wilis door edgies

o Lanee windbshseld wipers. Two spesds
slammnated glass windshield

o Thi= desisn o !|||-- w1 |-.-';.. (YT AT
CAsCs | |l'.|||

o Prowasacn for Grting a trasers hict

& Mumminated goition key o the certies
Ciim&snde

& Nor-plare mtenor lehung swith man | gkl

oL Unmesy '-;_'r Wil s 0 )

sindirect ghtme ol the mmatrument dials
and controls
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LR f'lff!'lr:-lll rear Sosnr o ks

eapnng-loaded direction mdicator lever foe
bt “lane-chanping” indic ation

#Wipetr lever with additional single-stroke
funciion 0L ENS
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Technical Specification, 1977.

Engine type 4 cylinders in line

Piston displacement 121 cu in (1985 cm?

Bore stroke 1,54 in/3.07 in {90 mm/78 mm)
Compression ratio S35

Overall length, 2- and 4-d. models
5-d

175 in (4450 mml

Net horsepower, SAL

115 hp (84 kW) at 5500 rpm

Tormue

123 1t b {167 Nm) at 3500 rpm

Camshaft position Overhead
Number of gears 4 manuel, 3 automatic
Final drive ratio EN LB
Injection system Bosch C1
Battery 12 V/&0 Ak
Altemator imax. output) 55 A/14 V
Starter motor 1.1 hp (0.8 kW)
Ol capacity of engine 3.7 US. quarts 13.5 litres!
Cooling system capacity 85 US. quarns 8 litresi
Fuel tank capacity 14.5 LS. pals (55 litres)
Fuel requirement Premium, 97 RON minirum
Rims, GL modets 5) FHA X 15" pressed steel
CLE and EMS 5 FHA % 157 aluminum alloy
Tires. GL models and CLE 165 SR 15, steel belt
EMS 17570 HR-15, steel belt

W The rmanufactuees resenves e dght o make changes al sy Hime and

Wit ot nofie

B Al Saab models are avadabbe throweh our Tourst Deiveny Plin. Ask lor

mose inbormatan

i- and 5-d. models 179 i (4550 mm)
Orverall width 66.5 in (1690 mm)
Height, unladen 56.7 In (1440 mm)
Wheelbase 97.4 in (2473 mm)
Track, from 55,7 in (1400 mmi
Track, rear 55.9 in {1420 mmi
Max. load length, 2- and d-d. models 68.1 in (1730 mmi! Back seat folded
3- and 5-d_ models 724 in (1840 mm) Back seat folded
Trunk capacity, SAE. 2- and 4-d. models 12 cu (338 litresi
3- and 5-d. models 13.5 cu ft (381 litres) Parcel shelf removed
Trunk capacity, total, 2- and 4-d. models 233 cu ft (660 lires)
3- and 5-d. models 53 cu fr (1500 hires) Back seat folded
Curb weight, approx, GL 2- and 4-d. models 2550—2670 Ib (1160—1210 kg
GL 3- and 5-d. models 26002750 Ib (1180—1250 kg
GLE 2690 th (1220 kg)
EMS 2550 Ib (1160 kg)
Grass vehicle weight, 2- and 3-d. mﬁHs 3710 b (1680 kg)
3- and 5-d. models 3800 Ib (1720 kg)

Saabs sold in Caldarnia andmﬂp‘uhh*hn&l the United! States are equipped with the Basch C)
Injection Sydem with Lambea control and aithree-way citalys. On these vehiches the folfowing speecitic s

ticitns are efifferone foen hose Teedd alwove

Compression ratio

a7

Net horsepower, SAE

110 hp (81 kW) at 5500 rpm

Torgue

119 ft b (161 NmJ at 3500 rpm

Fuel requirement

Unleaded, 91 RON minimum




Road Car Accessories.
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Skelee LM

Saab-Scania. Saab Car Division Painesvi
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